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Last summer, a photographer snapped

this shot of what appears to be three
suns setting over the Baltic Sea. Sometimes images like this
occur when the sun is reflected by the internal parts of the
camera. But the photographer claims the triple sunset was
visible to the naked eye. Perhaps several layers of differing
density in the atmosphere reflected the sun. Or maybe the
photographer was standing behind a multipaned window?.

What's your guess?

COLUMBIA, Mo.—Some U.S. fish
appear to be undergoing a sex change.
A new study of the country’s major rivers has
found that many are populated by intersex fish.

Intersex is a condition in which an animal has
both male and female traits. In this particular case,
male fish are producing testicular oocytes (TO).
Their testes (male sex organs) contain oocytes
(unfertilized eggs).

The nine-year study was conducted at 111 sites
in nine major river basins, including the Columbia,
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the Colorado, the Mississippi, and the Rio Grande.
Sixteen species of fish were caught and examined.
The scientists found that smallmouth and large-
mouth bass at 34 sites were intersex, according
to Jo Ellen Hinck, a biologist with the U.S.
Geological Survey.

What is causing the male bass to switch sex?
Scientists suspect endocrine disrupting chemicals
(EDCs). EDCs upset a fish's hormones. In one study,
tiny amounts of EDCs added to a lake resulted in
so many intersex fish that the entire population
crashed. EDCs include prescription drugs, pesticides,
laundry detergents, and shampoos.

Scientists also suspect that the bass are particu-
larly sensitive to the EDCs that exist in the runoff
from farms and in the wastewater that sewage
treatment plants flush into lakes and rivers. In
one study of intersex bass conducted along the
Potomac River, the highest rates of TO occurred
near cities and farms.

“The causes for intersex may vary by location,
and we suspect it will be unlikely that a single
human activity or kind of contaminant will explain
intersex in all species or regions,” says Hinck. &




