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[image: image2.jpg]Iherc is good news and bad

news about frogs. First the good
news. Scientists are finding new
kinds, or species, of frogs.

For example, one kind looks
like it is made of glass. You can
see through it!

Now for the bad news. Many
species of frogs are dying out.
Other frogs do not look right.
They are growing strange features.

Scientists want to know what is

happening to these frogs. Let’s find
out what they know so far.
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Frogs like wet for many
Teasons in water.
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Today, many of the places frogs live
are drying up. People are draining
swamps. When the land dries, people

n and build homes.

So, many kinds of frogs a
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nes, or habitats. This could
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Daddy Day Care. A male frog right]
quards his young.
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Some people think chemicals may
also harm frog;
Rain can wash chemic
ponds. The chemicals pollute the
water. They also get inside fi
This may hurt the frogs.
Chemicals cause some frogs to
have fewer babies, or tadpoles. The

chemicals can also make frogs we





[image: image4.jpg]The gold frog is
about the size of your fingernail.

The goliath frog can weigh as
much as a house cat.

One frog sings like a bird,

The wood frog can stay
frozen for several weeks.

Something even weirder is going on.
Many frogs have no legs. Others have
too many legs, or legs in odd places.
Scientists do not know what is
causing the problems, Some blame
pollution or disease. Others say rays
from the sun might be hurting frogs.
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JV light from

Some scientists say
the sun might be hurting frog:

UV light can harm your skin. Tt can
cause sunburns and skin cancer.

V light is even more harmful to
frogs. It can pass through frog eggs.
This might damage the eggs. When
they hatch, the young frogs may have

range featus

Today, the sky does not block as
much UV light as it did in the past.
So UV light is a bigger problem

than it used to be.

= Jutnp In. You may have seen
y this frog. The leopard frog is
common in North America.

Bad Frog. This frog has foo many legs.
Something has caused this and ofher
odd features.

Deadly Disease
A disease might also cause the odd
features. It is spread by a tiny worm.
The worm lives in wetlands. The
worm can give the discase to a frog.
The discase can cause strange features
in that frog’s young.

The disease is hurting more and
more frogs. Scientists want to find a

stop the worm.
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You might think that freaky frogs
are a small problem. Think again.
‘Whatever is harming frogs might
hurt other animals and people too.

Fewer frogs could also mean fewer
medicines. Some kinds of frogs have
toxins, or poisons, in their skin.
Scientists use the toxins to make
medicines. Without frogs, people
will not have these medicines.

There is still hope for frogs. People
have cleaned ponds where frogs once
lived. The frogs came back!

‘Today, people are finding

frogs. Their work may help people

and other anim

habitat: place where a plant
or animal lives

species: kind of animal or plant
tadpole: baby frog

toxins poison

UV light: harmful rays

from the sun
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[image: image8.jpg]Eggs A frog begins |
one of many eggs in water.
Inside the egg, the frog grows

and changes. Soon it will

break out of its shell.

ﬁugs are not the only

animals having problems. Their
relatives are in trouble too.

The Cycle of Life

Frogs are amphibians. So are newts
and salamanders. Amphibians start
their lives in water. Then their bodies
change. As adults, many live on land.
Amphibians change a lot during
their lives. These changes may be
putting them at risk. Look at the
pictures below to see how a frog

changes as it grows.

L
dpole Ayoung frog is  Adullt Over time, the fadpol
called a tadpole. It lives in grows legs. It loses its tail. It
the water. The fadpole has ~ grows lungs and can breathe
atall. It also has gills for air. I frog spends
breathing underwater. s me on land




[image: image9.jpg]Amphibians live part of their life in
water. They live part on land. That
could mean double trouble. Frogs
can pick up discases in water. They

can also pick them up on land.

Their skin might also put them
at risk. You sce, many animals have
thick skin. It keeps germs out.

That is not true for amphibians.
Their skin brings things into their
bodies. For example, frogs do not
drink. Instead, their skin lets in water.

The problem comes when the water
has chemicals in it. The chemicals

also get through a frogs skin. That

can make frogs very sic]

Many kinds of amphibians are
having troubles in the wild. People
all over the world are trying to save
them. Some people are helping to
clean up dirty areas. They want to
keep chemicals away from wetlands.
This is one way people are helping

frogs stay healthy and strong.
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stay healthy.
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