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Read the paragraphs below and look at the corresponding Life Cycle of Frogs
diagram:

1 Compfékéngion

1. Tadpoles come from eggs. The eggs need to be kept moist so the adult frogs
usually lay them in water. The eggs are grouped together in egg masses called
egg sacks or frogspawn. The tadpoles wiggle inside the eggs until they can
break out.

2. When tadpoles hatch from the eggs, they breathe through gills. At first, the
gills are on the outside of their body.

3. As tadpoles grow, the gills become covered with skin. The tadpoles use their
pointed mouth to stick to plants and rocks. They eat algae. Camouflage is their
only protection.

4. The back legs begin to sprout first. The tadpole starts to swim occasionally,
but mostly stays attached to plants and rocks. The mouth also begins to widen.

5. The front legs develop and the tadpole looks more and more like a frog every
day. At this stage, it is called a ‘froglet’.

6. As the back legs and tail become larger and stronger, the tadpole can now
swim around and catch food. It can also start to swim to the surface to catch a
breath of air as its lungs begin to develop.

7. The tail shrinks as the frog reabsorbs it. The nutrients in the tail help the frog
to grow. The frog is now breathing air and eating insects.

8. With its tail completely reabsorbed, an adult frog can now live on land but
usually stays near water because it needs to keep its skin moist. Adult frogs also
return to the water to lay eggs.
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