[image: image1.jpg]ennifer Thornburg began fighting
animal dissections after she had
to cut open a chicken wing in a
middle school science class. Last
month, the 19-year-old took a drastic
step to draw attention to what she
sees as a serious problem in society.
She officially changed her name to
Cutout Dissection.com. “Cutting up
animals in schools sends the message
to students that an animal’s life is
worthless,” says Cutout, as she is
now known. Her new name is on
her driver’s license. It’s also on the
Internet: cutoutdissection.com is
an anti-dissection Web site run by
People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals (PETA), an animal rights
group Cutout works for as an intern.
Nationwide, an estimated 6 million
animals—mostly frogs, fetal pigs, and
cats—are dissected in schools each
yeat, according to PETA and the
Humane Society of the United States.
Teachers who use dissections to
teach their students about biology say
the students learn essential lessons,
not just about science and anatomy,
but also about themselves. They say
textbooks, plastic models, and com-
puter simulations can’t compare.
Opponents of dissections argue that
the study of life should not involve
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destroying it. They say the companies
that supply animals for school dis-
sections treat those animals cruelly
and that computer simulations are
just as effective for teaching biology.

HANDS-ON LEARNING

Dissecting animals allows students
to see how bodies operate from the
inside. Future biologists, doctors,
veterinarians, and other scientists
need to understand how bodies wo K,
supporters of dis-
section argue.
They say books
and computer
programs can’t
show the many
variations among
living creatures of
the same Species
or demonstrate
how fragile an
animal’s internal
organs can be.
“Observing
and working with
animals firsthand can spark
students’ interest in science as well
as a general respect for life,” says
the National Science Teachers
Association (NSTA). The NSTA
supports dissections in schools.
At the same time, it encourages
schools to make sure that the animals
used in class are treated with respect.
Vermont biology teacher Dan
Ukolowicz offers his students alter-
natives if they don’t want to do
hands-on dissections. However, he
told The Burlington Free Press,
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students who are interested in careers
in medicine or biology need to use dis-
section to truly understand anatomy.

ANIMAL CRUELTY

The Humane Society urges teachers
to use computer simulation and text-
books instead. It says dissections
could turn students off about careers
in science. It also cites studies show-
ing that students who used alterna-
tives, such as computers, learned the
information just
as well as those
who physically
dissected animals.
PETA argues
that dissections
teach students to
disrespect life and
could encourage
children to harm
animals in their
own backyards.
PETA also notes
that some animals
used in. school
dissections are bred for that purpose.
It says it has evidence that those ani-
mals may suffer painful deaths.
Cutout wants dissections to stop.
“I¢’s shocking to me that schools still
use dissection ... when there are s0
many humane and equally educa-
tional alternatives out there that will
also save the school money,” she says.
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